
resenting all major par-
ties in the country 
promised that the Con-
vention would be rati-
fied by the beginning of 
December 2010. This is 
a positive signal for the 
region, which will en-
courage the disability 
sector to closely follow 
up any related develop-
ment. Nevertheless, 
building and strength-
ening links across bor-
ders is today more 
needed than never, as 
austerity measures 
greatly endanger social 
cohesion.  

The EASPD Conference 
held in Skopje on the 7 
and 8 November was a 
great success: Over 220 
participants joined the 
event, including repre-
sentatives from all ma-
jor European Institu-
tions. 
Several delegates from 
Macedonia and all over 
Europe brought up 
worrying testimonies of 
the situation of the so-
cial sector in their 
countries in the context 
of the crisis. However, 
all participants showed 
their commitment to 
implement the UN Con-

vention on the Rights 
of Persons with Dis-
abilities, with the aim 
of ensuring better so-
cial conditions for per-
son with disabilities. 
Thanks to high quality 
inputs from experi-
enced speakers, de-
bates focused on bridg-
ing the gap between 
principles and prac-
tices. Moreover, dele-
gates from different 
backgrounds and ori-
gins explored concrete 
cooperation opportuni-
ties. 
Members of the Mace-
donian Parliament rep-
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The document de-
scribes the current 
situation on employ-
ment in care services in 
Europe and the implica-
tions on the possibility 
of providing high qual-
ity services. It also puts 
forward suggestions 
and recommendations 

on how to address the 
highlighted issues, no-
tably through the ESF. 
The full report is avail-
able on the policy and 
the news section of the 
EASPD website 
www.easpd.eu.  

 

EASPD publishes paper on the current employment situation in 
the social care sector in Europe 

http://www.easpd.eu


At the end of October 
2010, EASPD published a 
report outlining the effects 
of the financial crisis on 
social services in several 
countries around Europe. 
The results are rather dis-
appointing: the condition 
of people with  disabilities 
across Europe were either 
poor or under threat be-
cause of heavy cuts to so-
cial budgets put forward in 
austerity plans. This is es-
pecially true in countries 
where austerity measures 
are at their most severe, 
such as Ireland, Romania 
and Bulgaria. 
In some countries people 
working in sheltered work-
shops are employed to 

similar levels as before 
the crisis while in other 
countries unemployment 
has soared in the sector. 
On the open labour mar-
ket unemployment levels 
have reached record 
highs across Europe and 
people with disabilities 
are having great difficulty 
in finding or keeping em-
ployment. 
Many countries have re-
ported that people with 
disabilities’ unemploy-
ment rates are much 
higher than those of peo-
ple without disabilities. 
Another big effect of the 
financial crisis is that 
Governments have 
stopped funding for pro-

jects aimed at bringing 
people with disabilities to 
work, in addition to other 
cuts affecting support ser-
vices. 
Finally, social projects 
which could boost employ-
ment, are in general suffer-
ing from cutbacks. While 
some countries such as 
France haven’t cut their 
social spending others such 
as Ireland, Bulgaria, Austria 
and Romania have already 
suffered major cuts which 
might further negatively 
impact on service delivery  
for people with  disabili-
ties.   

EASPD publishes report on the effects of the financial crisis on social 
services for people with disabilities in Europe 

EASPD recommends at High Level Group on Disability meeting to better use 
European structural funds to minimize the impact of the crisis 

pean Commission for the 
open and proactive way 
in which the strategy was 
developed. Nevertheless, 
EASPD stressed that the 
strategy should include in 
all policies and actions 
the very specific position 
of persons with severe 
and high support needs 
and the need for an em-
powered High Level 
Group including all stake-
holders. Finally, EASPD 
underlined again that the 
strategy should look at 
how to handle the nega-
tive impact of the crisis. 
EASPD repeated that we 
cannot accept that the 
social infrastructure is 

demolished by austerity 
plans: innovation should 
not stop, re-
institutionalisation is not 
acceptable. Therefore 
EASPD proposed to better 
look at the Structural 
Funds and how to use 
these funding streams to 
fight the impact of the 
crisis. EASPD therefore 
calls on the Member 
States to develop plans, in 
close cooperation with all 
stakeholders, to minimize 
the negative effects and 
to prepare for the recov-
ery. 

The main topics of the 
High Level Group on Dis-
ability meeting of the 
European Commission 
which took place in early 
October was the state of 
play of the new Disability 
Strategy. According to the 
Disability Unit of DG Em-
ployment, the Communi-
cation will be launched by 
10 November 2010. It was 
reported that its policy 
framework will be built on 
8 areas (accessibility, par-
ticipation, equality and 
non discrimination, em-
ployment, education and 
training, social protection, 
health, External actions).  
EASPD thanked the Euro-
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In October 2010 EASPD 
wrote an open letter to 
EU Commissioners and 
their cabinets to call for 
the recognition of social 
services as key actors to 
reach the poverty re-
duction targets of the 
EU 2020 Strategy.  
In its letter, EASPD 
stated that it is impor-
tant to bear in mind 
that poverty has many 
facets and there is not 
one single solution to 
today’s problems. This 
is why it is imperative 
that the European Plat-
form against Poverty 
includes the right policy 
mix and strategies to 
meet these multiple 
needs so that European 
society is adequately 
prepared to achieve the 
agreed poverty eradica-
tion targets. Social ser-
vices are a vital part of 
this policy mix as they 
play a very important 
role in supporting vul-
nerable citizens. 
It may be highlighted 
that social services op-
erate in different areas 
(e.g. education, em-
ployment, healthcare, 
antidiscrimination, etc.) 
and help improving the 
quality of life of citi-
zens. Social services ad-
dress poverty and social 
exclusion at two levels: 
firstly, they play a pre-
ventative role by help-

ing people at risk; sec-
ondly they provide rem-
edy, i.e. offer vital sup-
port to those people 
who already experience 
poverty and exclusion. 
The EU has the primary 
responsibility to protect 
these services within 
Europe. A strong EU 
framework is needed to 
effectively contribute to 
the reduction of pov-
erty and social exclu-
sion, and consequently 
to the strengthening of 
social cohesion. We 
need to face the fact 
that there are increas-
ing numbers of people 
in the EU who live in 
poverty, often even de-
spite being employed. 
The financial, economic 
and social crisis has hit 
hardest on the most 
vulnerable groups in 
society. This situation 
was exacerbated as a 
result of more or less 
drastic cuts of social 
expenditures through-
out Europe. The Euro-
pean Platform against 
Poverty represents a 
unique opportunity to 
redress this situation. 
Thus, EASPD deems it 
essential to improve 
the conditions within 
which social services 
throughout Europe op-
erate. It is vital that this 
Flagship initiative con-
tains a concrete formu-

lation that highlights 
the importance of social 
services. 
For the users of social 
services, it must be en-
sured that services can 
continue to provide 
adequate and universal 
assistance to the citi-
zens of Europe. A strat-
egy that recognizes the 
role of social services 
would contribute posi-
tively to the fight 
against poverty both by 
creating job opportuni-
ties and by delivering 
vital care to EU citizens. 
The right to receive 
support services is rec-
ognized in article 34 of 
the Charter of Funda-
mental Rights and it is 
time to create the con-
ditions for people to be 
able to enjoy it. 
The European Council 
has recognized that a 
successful implementa-
tion of the EU 2020 is 
only possible if done in 
partnership with all na-
tional, regional and lo-
cal authorities, social 
partners and represen-
tatives of civil society. 
This is why EASPD, a 
key representative of 
the social sector, reiter-
ated its availability to 
work with European 
Institutions to turn this 
vision into a reality for 
all citizens of Europe! 

EASPD writes open letter to Commissioners to call for recognition of social 
services as key actors to reach the poverty reduction targets of the EU 2020 
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Thomas Hammarberg, the 
Council of Europe Commis-
sioner for Human Rights 
made a formal comment 
mid October 2010 calling 
for an end to insitutionali-
sation and inhuman treat-
ment of people with dis-
abilities.  
Drawing from the UN Con-
vention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities, 
Hammarberg emphasised 
the right to independent 
living. Article 19 of the 
UNCRPD, entitled Living in 
the Community, guaran-
tees that people with dis-
abilities have the right to 

live independently in the 
community with the sup-
port they need provided. 
He called for the end to 
deaths and abuses of per-
sons within psychiatric 
and social care institu-
tions and highlighted the 
failure of States to de-
velop good community 
based services. 
“In Europe today, thou-
sands of people with dis-
abilities are still kept in 
large, segregated and of-
ten remote institutions. In 
a number of cases they 
live in substandard condi-
tions, suffering abject ne-

glect and severe human 
rights abuses. In too 
many cases, premature 
deaths are not investi-
gated or even re-
ported,” said Hammar-
berg. 
“Since several European 
countries still lack a sys-
tem for community-
based services, it will 
take time before large 
psychiatric and social 
care institutions are 
phased out. Thus it is all 
the more important 
that those remaining be 
under regular scrutiny.” 

replace the current Eras-
mus Mundus programme. 
In the consultation ques-
tionnaires, the Commis-
sion asks for stakeholders’  
views on the develop-
ment and design of the 
programmes and how 
they can contribute to the 
Europe 2020 strategy. 
The Europe 2020 strategy 
plans for smart, sustain-
able and inclusive growth. 
The consultations will be 
open until 30 November. 
In line with Europe 2020, 
the programmes should 
help Europeans adapt to a 
labour market where a 
great majority of jobs re-
quire a high or medium 
level of skills, and there 

are fewer and fewer 
jobs for people without 
solid professional train-
ing.  
You will find more infor-
mation on the following 
link:  
 
http://ec.europa.eu/
yourvoice/ipm/forms/
dispatch?
form=LifelongLearning&
lang=en 
  
The results will be pub-
lished on the Director-
ate General for Educa-
tion and Culture’s web-
site. EASPD will regu-
larly inform its mem-
bers on the latest devel-
opments.  

The European Commission 
launched public consulta-
tions on the next genera-
tion of EU programmes to 
replace three existing ones 
from the beginning of 
2014. 
Anyone can take part in 
the consultations – indi-
viduals, associations, or-
ganisations and stake-
holders.  The first pro-
gramme proposed is EU 
Education and Training, to 
replace the current Life-
long Learning programme. 
The second is Youth Pro-
gramme to replace the 
current Youth in Action 
programme. Finally, there 
is the international higher 
education programme to 
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More information on: 
 

http://ec.europa.eu/
yourvoice/ipm/forms/
dispatch?
form=LifelongLearning
&lang=en 

European Commission launched public consultations on the 
next generation of EU programmes  

Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights calls for 
end of institutionalisation of persons with disabilities 
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Upcoming events 

Join EASPD on facebook 

 
The seminar “Assistive technology. How can we make the most of it?” will 
take place on 19 November 2010 in Paris. Organised in the framework 
of the ImPaCT in Europe project, it will focus on the role of PCT in the 
field of education. More information is available on the websites: 
www.impact-in-europe.eu and www.easpd.eu 

 
The EASPD Policy Seminar 2010: “Poverty and disability– how can we 
break the link?” will take place in the morning of 02 December 2010. 
More information will soon be available on the EASPD website. 

 
 
 
 

How do you become a fan?  
Find our EASPD facebook page. Then click "Become a Fan" at the top of the 
page. It's that easy. If you're a really big fan, let your friends and family know 
that they can become a fan, too. 
Once you're a fan, you can interact with the group, upload articles, share your 
experiences, and even give advice or discuss different issues with other EASPD 
fans. 


